Process for Presbytery approval in moving a building from ‘B’ to ‘A’

Presbytery planning is governed by Act 8 2021 which states: 
2.3.1 Each Presbytery shall carry out a process of annual evaluation and development of its Mission Plan so as to maintain in rolling form an accurate, comprehensive and up to date Mission Plan for the shape of church life in the next five years in that Presbytery.
Within the framework of the Act there exists the ability for a building designated A to become B and B to become A. As this constitutes a material change to the approved plan it requires the approval of Presbytery at the time (and both the General Trustees [GTs] and the Presbytery Mission Plan Implementation Group [PMPIG] every five years). Whilst our Presbytery Overture (to change from annual concurrence to the Plan to five yearly concurrence by the GTs and PMPIG) was successful it does not change the need for these bodies to give approval for material changes to the plan every fifth year. In intervening years they will be invited to offer comment. 
In cases where congregations submit a request to change a building designation the following process will take place. 
Congregations will submit to the Clerk the following information. Evidence that:
· the building is essential for the mission and growth of the congregation
· the building is sustainable in terms of congregational finance
· there are enough people in the church to effectively operate the building 
· all statutory requirements are in place (PAT testing / Electrical Inspections / H&S / Etc.) 
· the current fabric condition of the building is assessed
· a plan is in place to ensure that all necessary repairs are carried out from the most recent quinquennial inspection
· the congregation have dealt with or have a plan to deal with relevant factors that made the building a B
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This information will then be passed to Mission, Planning and Property Committees of Presbytery and the GT’s and PMPIG who will be invited to comment on the evidence supplied and recommend whether the building should or should not have its designation changed or possibly have the disposal date associated with the building pushed further into the future. 
Information supplied from the congregation along with comment and recommendations of all groups mentioned above shall be brought to a full Presbytery meeting where Presbytery shall consider and reach a determination. An extract minute of Presbytery’s decision shall be forwarded to the Kirk Session and both GT’s and PMPIG. 
In cases where Presbytery determines a designation shall not change, it will be open to the congregation to resubmit a request once 12 months have passed from the date of the previous submission, provided new evidence is included in the request. 
